Lucius L. Michell Post 34 G.A. R. St. Cloud, Florida
This photo is of the G.A.R. Post 34 in St. Cloud, Florida. The hall’s cornerstone was placed on February 12, 1916
and the Post was formed on December 20, 1909 with charter issued in 1910. The charter members totaled 86 and the
Civil War veterans in St Cloud at that time equaled 350.
This hall is in the heart of the St Cloud business district and lies among several streets of businesses that all were
founded by G.A.R. members. This city was founded and populated by the G.A.R.. In the very early part of the 20th
century the G.A.R promoted several retirement communities for its members through its publication “The National
Tribune” and ‘Seminole Land and Investment Co.”. This was based on doctors telling the aging veterans that a
warmer climate could add 5, 10 or 20 years to their life expectancy. The G.A.R. was instrumental in the founding of
St. Cloud as a colony of Union Veterans on the old Disston Plantation. Lots were advertised in the National Tribune
and sold for $50.00 each. So many were sold in the first year that the price was raised to $100.00 a lot to slow their
sale.
By 1910 the town was a growing population of residents and businesses all owned by G.A.R. members and the
decision was made to build a two story G.A.R. Hall. The hall is open as a museum three days a week and is a wonderful place to visit. A call ahead is requested. The Museum Hall is located at 1101 Massachusetts Ave in St. Cloud
and is open Mon, Tues, Thurs from 10am to 2 pm. Call 1-407-892-6146 for information. Beverly J. Thomas Groshek
has been the curator since 1997.
For you to get a better understanding we are reprinting excerpts from a newspaper article by A.S.Cole on December 10, 1914. “ Ponce de Leon, the daring explorer searched among the swamps of Florida for the ‘Fountain of
youth’ which the Indians said would restore power and make people young. He tried to find it but Col. John
McElroy an Illinois ex-solider and editor of the National Tribune and author of famous books on the War Between
the States 1861-1865 while nosing around in Florida for a place to establish a colony for his old comrades of the
cold, blizzard north, discovered St. Cloud in 1909. At the time a place of vast wilderness of pines, palmettos, large
and small leaf oak, wire grass, a few rattle snakes, water moccasins and black snakes, sand fleas and a few mosquitoes. Much of that has disappeared as the town site was opened and developed.”

Left to Right: Diane Theetge, PP,Aux11, Nancy Karasinski, PDP,DUVCW, Stu Smith,
Chaplin Dept. New York, SUVCW, Gloria Fisher, P, Aux SUVCW and Dale Theetge,
PDC and First Sgt, Co D, 7th N.Y.Cav at the dedication of a head stone for a Civil War
Veteran

HOT OFF THE PRESSES
The 26th United States Colard Troops
By request - In Ithaca next to the St. James A.M.E. Zion Church is a monument dedicated
to the 26 Black men who enlisted at that church to serve in the 26th USCT. The 26th was
raised across New York State and was mustered into service at Rikers Island in the New
York City Harbor. Col William B. Guernsey was their Colonel. The 26th was assigned to the
Department of the South and saw action on Johns and James Island, Honey Hill, Beaufort
and several other battles. During their time of service they had two officers and 28 enlisted
men killed in action and three officers and 112 enlisted men die of disease.
Although all officers of Black Regiments were supposed to be white the 26th had as their
Chaplin, Benjamin F. Randolph serving as a Black officer. The regiment performed
admirably and was mustered out under a new Colonel, William Sillman on August 28, 1865
in Texas. Sydney Camp 41 contributed to the building of this Regiments monument and
PDC and Sydney Camp member Dale Theetge talked at the dedication.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of the Past Commander of Caywood Camp in
Ovid N.Y., Earl W. Ballard. Earl served as Commander of Caywood Camp 146 and as Jr.
Vice Department Commander and personal aide to his son, Ken Ballard, PDC, when he was
Department Commander. Earl was not a member at his death. Respects were paid at Earl’s
funeral by PDC Dale Theetge.
If you visit the New Market battlefield in New Market Va. and you enjoy great Mexican
food you need to stop for a bite at Jalisco Mexican Restaurant located at 9403 Congress St,
New Market. The Theetges are lovers of good Mexican and cannot say enough good about
this restaurant. We highly recommend it.
Sydney Camp 41 has taken on the duties of cleaning the Ithaca Friends of the Library building weekly.
The camp earns money for good causes by doing this. Several projects like Cops, Kids and
Toys and Battlefield Preservation have been funded and a committee is looking into others.
Col. Ellis Camp 124 announces the receipt of a grant from the Orange County Historian
which will help to fund the erection of a historical plaque marking the area in Goshen, N.Y.
in which Camp Wickham, the initial recruitment camp of the 124th New York State
Volunteers was located during the summer of 1862. The marker will be erected in the next
few months, stay tuned.
Col. Ellis Camp 124 is sponsoring an Eagle Scout project to replace 11 Civil War Veteran
stones at the Slate Hill Cemetery. Life Scout John J. McLoughlin, a junior at Goshen High
School will head the project. John’s father, John McLaughlin is a highly decorated retired
police lieutenant and was the last man rescued from the World Trade Towers on September
11. 2001 and the object of Oliver Stones movie “World Trade Center, starring Nicholas
Gage and a Civil War history buff.

The Col. David Ireland Camp 137 of Binghamton has sponsored Dickenson 16th Light
Artillery, a 21 uniformed man unit of the SVR. They expect to be a big part of the 2009
Encampment as the hosting unit.
An open invitation comes from the Col. David Ireland Camp 137. Do not miss the closing
ceremony of the 2009 Encampment of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic
on Sunday June 7th. The ceremony will be held at Spring Forest Cemetery and promises to
be a really inspiring one.
The Tompkins County Veterans Day Committee will be hosting the 90th Veterans Day
Parade in Ithaca on November 8, 2009.The Veterans Day parade is always on the Sunday
prior to Veterans Day. The parade will step off at 2pm in the City of Ithaca. A Veterans Day
ceremony will be held in DeWitt Park as always on the eleventh hr of the eleventh day of
the eleventh month at 11am.
The Tompkins County Veterans Day committee relies on individuals, local businesses and
VFW & American Legion Posts as well as all Veterans Organizations in the county for their
time and donations for both events. VFW Post 961 sponsors and covers all insurance and
riders needed for both events.
Please contact Chairperson Laura Ujlaki at 607-227-5319 or Tompkins County Veterans
Day Committee at P.O. Box 6604, Ithaca, N.Y. 14851-6604 or at web site Tompkins County
Veterans Day.com
The National Encampment of the Allied Orders of the G.A.R will be held August 13-16,
2009 in Louisville, Kentucky at the Crowne Plaza (formerly Executive West) , 830 Phillips
Lane, The hotel is located across the interstate from Louisville International Airport. For
reservations call 800-626-2708 and mention that you are with the Allied Orders of the
G.A.R. Room rates are $91.00 a night
Diven Camp 77 in Big Flats will have a booth at the Newtown Battlefield Reenactment
and at the Historical Society’s May Civil War talks on Thursdays. For information call
Chris Paul at 607-733-3281
The J.B. Weber Camp 44 reports that the City of Lackawanna will celebrate its centennial
from Friday, June 5 through Sunday, June 7 with festivities at the stadium on South Park
Avenue. Camp Commander Bill Tojek chairs the Committee for the Civil War related
agenda.
The Civil War Living History and Battle Reenactment at the Amherst Museum located at
3755 Tonawanda Creek Road, Amherst is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, June 20 and
21. Contact the museum at 716-689-1400 for further information.
The Genesee County Village and Museum located in Mumford, N.Y. will host Civil War
Living History and Battle Reenactments on July 17 and 19. More information can be gotten
by contacting the museum at 585-538-6822.

The Weber Camps ceremony to rededicate the tombstone of Captain Phillip J. Weber will
be at noon, Saturday, November 21, 2009. Contact Commander Tojek for further
information.
The Daniel E. Sickles Camp 3 reports that a Sickles Camp brother and Gettysburg
Licensed Battlefield Guide, James A. Hessler, has written a new book on Daniel E. Sickles,
Published by Savas Beatie, LLC and slated for release this spring. Sickles at Gettysburg
promises new information and insights on the Key Affair, the placement and performance
of Sickles Third Corps at Gettysburg, as well as the many other controversies in the life of
Dan Sickles.

